to operate on the Indian soil can only add to the irritation al-
ready caused by my proposal. The first is inevitable, the second
would be wanton.
Again if the withdrawal is to take place, it won't be due
merely to the non-violent pressure. And in any case what may
be enough to affect the old occupant would be wholly different
from what would be required to keep off: the invader. Thus we
can disown the authority of the British rulers by refusing taxes
and in a variety of ways. These would be inapplicable to with-
stand the Japanese onslaught. Therefore, whilst we may be
ready to face the Japanese, we may not ask the Britishers to
give up their position of vantage merely on the unwarranted
supposition that we would succeed by mere non-violent effort
in keeping off the Japanese.
Lastly, whilst we must guard ourselves in our own way,
our non-violence must preclude us from imposing on the Bri-
tish a strain which must break them. That would be a denial
of our whole history for the past twenty-two years.
(Harijan, July 5, 1942, p. 210)
(M)    OH!  THE TROOPS
I have to pay a heavy price for having drawn up an en-
trancing picture of a free India without a single British soldier.
Friends are confounded now to discover that my proposal ad-
mits of the presence of British and even American troops under
any circumstance at all.
It has been pointed out that not to consent to the Allied
troops remaining in India during the period of the war is to
hand over India and China to Japan, and to ensure the defeat
of the Allied powers. This could never have been contemplated
by me. The only answer, therefore, to give was to suffer the
presence of the troops but under circumstances the reverse of
the existing----
My proposal presupposes shedding of all fear and distrust.
If we have confidence in ourselves, we need neither fear nor
suspect the presence of Allied troops.
It will be most assuredly an event of the century and may
be a turning point in the war if Britain can honestly perform
the act of renouncing India with all that the renunciation would
mean----
As I have said already in the previous issue of Harijan, the
British acceptance of my proposal may itself lead to a most
honourable peace and hence automatic withdrawal of the
troops....
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